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stop Fire! 
roof and 

gutters clean

stop Fire! 
Grass mowed and 

kept moist

stop Fire!
Fire 

resistant 
plants 

 next to 
house

stop Fire! 
no clutter or debris 

piled near house

stop Fire! 
Woodpile 
stacked at 

least 30 feet 
from house

If you live around trees or large shrubs, or on 
the edge of a forest, wildfires could threaten 
your home. Making a home safe from wildfires 
is called building “Defensible Space”  - the 
space around your house that protects it from 
wildfire. There should be a minimum of 30 feet 
of defensible space around your home.

DeFenD YoUr hoMe!
Defensible space Maze
this house has good defensible space around it. Follow 
each path. can the fire reach the house?

In the United States, over 900 homes 
burn in wildfires each year?

Did you know?

stop Fire! 
trees are pruned 
so that branches 

are not near 
the ground

Ladder Fuels

Defense! 
Defense!

What kept the fire from 
reaching the house?

Fire can use 
smaller trees and 
shrubs to “climb” 
into tops of other 
trees and even your 
house. These are 
called ladder fuels.
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DeFenD YoUr hoMe!
Answers: 1. Sparks coming from chimney  2. Dirty roof  3. Branches hanging over roof 4. Ladder fuels under trees and next to house 
 5. Wood debris in yard  6. Tall, dry grass  7. Child playing with matches  8. Woodpile next to house  9. Gas can next to house   
10. Pile of dry leaves  11. Trees with branches near ground

Learn more about the Keep oregon Green ranger Program at www.keeporegongreen.org

What would 
you miss if 
your home 

burned down?

i’d miss my cozy bed 
and all the nuts i 
stored for winter.

remember, only YoU 
can prevent wildfires!

this family does not have 
“defensible space” around their 

home. can you circle 10 fire 
hazards in this picture?
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