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campfire safety

Steps For a Safe Campfire
use these steps to help you put the pictures in the correct order.
1.	 Call Before You Go! Call the local fire district to see if campfires are allowed where you are going.

2.	 Bring a shovel or rake and a bucket of water to keep handy in case some fire escapes.

3.	 Choose a place that is away from dry logs, steep slopes, dry grass, leaves, bushes or overhanging branches. 

4.	 Clear all leaves and forest floor litter away, down to the bare earth, for at least 5 feet on all sides of the fire.

5.	 Dig a shallow pit in the center of the cleared area and surround it with rocks.

6.	 Keep extra wood, paper, your tent, and any other items that can burn away from the fire.

7.	 After you light the fire, throw the hot match into the fire – not onto the ground.

8.	 Never leave a campfire burning when no one is there to watch it! Even a small breeze could cause the fire to spread.

9.	 When you are done, put the fire out completely. Start by drowning the fire with water.

10.	Then stir the fire with a shovel and drown it with more water, continuing until the fire is out – DEAD OUT!

These pictures show how to 
make a safe campfire, but they are all 

out of order. Can you number them 1-10 
in the correct order?

Drown, Stir, 
Drown . . .  Be sure 
that your campfire 

is DEAD OUT!
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Careless Humans Cause Wildfires
People being careless with their campfires can cause wildfires that will burn the forest, put people in danger 
and destroy homes for wildlife. Most campfire-related wildfires occur when people fail to do the following 
three things. Draw a line between each word and its meaning.

	C lear	 Putting the fire completely out – DEAD OUT!

	Attend	� Creating a fire-safe zone around the campfire. Clearing away the dry twigs, leaves,  
brush and other items that may catch fire at least 5 feet around the fire pit.

Suppress	� Staying close by a campfire while it is burning so that you are able to notice if any  
sparks or flames escape from the fire pit.

Campfire Safety
Answers: Steps for a Safe Campfire: 4, 7, 3, 2, 10, 6, 1, 8, 9, 5     What’s Wrong With This Campfire: 
1. no cleared area  2. no rocks around campfire  3. tent too close to fire  4. firewood too close to fire  
5. branches hanging over fire  6. nobody watching the fire

1. _______________________________________ 

2. _______________________________________ 

3. _______________________________________ 

4. _______________________________________ 

5. _______________________________________ 

6. _______________________________________

And, of course,  
“Call Before You Go!” 

Call your local Fire District to see 
if campfires are allowed where 

you are going.

Learn more about the Keep Oregon Green 
Ranger Program at www.keeporegongreen.org

What’s wrong with this  
campfire? Can you find six 

things that could make this 
campfire end in a wildfire?
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